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Part V. Statutory Interpretation 


Subpart A. Principles and Policies 


Chapter 51. Interpretation by Reference to Related Statutes 


References 
A statute need not be valid and existing to be construed in pari materia with ambiguous legislation.' Questions relating to a 
statute’s meaning are independent from issues concerning its validity. Therefore, courts may consider unconstitutional 
statutes,’ vetoed bills, and repealed’ and expired’ statutes relating to the same subject to help determine legislative intent. 
Courts generally refer to repealed statutes to construe legislation that expressly or impliedly repealed a referent statute, or 
which was enacted to replace the referent act after it was separately repealed.° 
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Obsolete and inoperative provisions omitted from another act relating to the same subject cannot be applied under the other 
act, because to do so would give effect to an inoperative provision.’ This rule applies also to provisions in repealed, 
unconstitutional, and expired statutes, as well as in vetoed bills. 
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